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REMARKS 

Please reconsider the application in view of the above amendments and the following 
remarks. Applicants thank the Examiner for carefully considering this application and for 
indicating that the drawings filed on September 3, 2007 are accepted. 

Disposition of Claims 

Claims 1-33 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 14, 21, 27, 30, and 31 are 
independent. By way of this reply, claims 1-13 are canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. 
The remaining claims depend, directly or indirectly, from claims 14, 21, 27, and 31. 

Rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C § 112 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, as based on a disclosure 
which is not enabling. Claims 1-13 are canceled. Thus, the rejection is now moot with respect 
to these claims. Accordingly, withdrawal of this rejection is requested. 

Rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C § 101 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101 as being directed to non-statutory subject 
matter. Claim 1 is canceled. Thus, the rejection is now moot with respect to claim 1. 
Accordingly, withdrawal of this rejection is requested. 

Rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C § 102 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
7,117,502 (hereinafter "Harris 55 ). Claim 1 is canceled. Thus, the rejection is now moot with 
respect to claim 1. Accordingly, withdrawal of this rejection is requested. 
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Rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C § 103 

Claims 2-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Harris in 
view of "Skip Lists: A Probalistic Alternative to Balanced Trees" by William Pugh (hereinafter 
"Pugh"). Claims 2-13 are canceled by way of this reply. Thus, this rejection is now moot with 
respect to the canceled claims. 

Claims 14-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pugh in 
view of Harris. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Applicants assert that the use of Harris to reject these claims under 103(a) is improper 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(c). Subject matter developed by another person, which qualifies as prior 
art only under one or more of 35 U.S.C. § 102 (e), (f), and (g) does not preclude patentability 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103 "if the subject matter and the claimed invention were, at the time the 
claimed invention was made, owned by the same person or subject to an obligation of 
assignment to the same person." 35 U.S.C. § 103(c). 

Harris was granted under on October 3, 2006, and the present application has not been 
granted, thus making Harris prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e)(2). Further, Applicants 5 patent 
application and Harris were, at the time Applicants' invention was made, owned by, or subject to 
an obligation of assignment to Sun Microsystems, Inc. Harris, as indicated on the face of the 
patent, and Applicants' patent application, by way of an Assignment recorded at Reel/Frame 
014483/0341, are assigned to Sun Microsystems, Inc. A copy of the Notice of Recordation of 
Assignment for Applicants' application and the face of the patent for Harris are enclosed with 
this reply. Accordingly, the use of Harris in an obviousness rejection of claims 14-33 is 
improper under 35 U.S.C. § 103(c), and withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 
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Conclusion 

Applicants believe this reply is fully responsive to all outstanding issues and 
places this application in condition for allowance. If this belief is incorrect, or other issues arise, 
the Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned or his associates at the telephone number 
listed below. Please apply any charges not covered, or any credits, to Deposit Account 50-0591 
(Reference Number 33226/972001; P7982). 



Dated: April 10, 2007 Respectfully submitted, 

„V0M 9 

Robert P. Lord 
Registration No.: 46,479 
OSHA • LIANG LLP 
1221 McKinney St., Suite 2800 
Houston, Texas 77010 
(713) 228-8600 
(713) 228-8778 (Fax) 
Attorney for Applicant 

Attachments (Assignment) 

(1st Page of Patent No. 7,1 17,502) 

220025J 
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INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THIS RECORDATION NOTICE REFLECTS THE DATA 
PRESENT IN THE PATENT AND TRADEMARK ASSIGNMENT SYSTEM. IF YOU SHOULD 
FIND ANY ERRORS OR HAVE QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS NOTICE, YOU MAY 
CONTACT THE EMPLOYEE WHOSE NAME APPEARS ON THIS NOTICE AT 703-308-9723 
PLEASE SEND REQUEST FOR CORRECTION TO: U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
ASSIGNMENT DIVISION, BOX ASSIGNMENTS, CG-4, 1213 JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY 
SUITE 320, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231. 



REEL /FRAME : 014483/0341 
NUMBER OF PAGES: 3 



RECORDATION DATE: 09/03/2003 
BRIEF: ASSIGNMENT OF ASSIGNOR'S INTEREST {SEE DOCUMENT FOR DETAILS). 

DOC DATE: 08/27/2003 
DOC DATE: 08/27/2003 
DOC DATE: 09/02/2 003 
DOC DATE: 09/02/2003 
DOC DATE: 08/27/2003 
DOC DATE: 08/27/2003 



ASSIGNOR: 

MARTIN, PAUL A. 

ASSIGNOR: 

STEELE, GUY L. , JR. 

ASSIGNOR: 

SHAVIT, NIR N. 

ASSIGNOR: 

HELLER, STEVEN K. 

ASSIGNOR: 

MOIR, MARK S. 

ASSIGNOR: 

LUCHANGCO, VICTOR M 



P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450-www.uspto.gov 



014483/0341 PAGE 2 



ASSIGNEE: 

SUN MICROSYSTEMS , INC. 

4150 NETWORK CIRCLE 

SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA 95054 

FILING DATE: 09/03/2003 
ISSUE DATE: 



SERIAL NUMBER: 10653828 
PATENT NUMBER: 



MAURICE CARTER, PARALEGAL 
ASSIGNMENT DIVISION 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RECORDS 



To the Honorable Commissioner of Paten, 




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
EET Patent and Trademark Office 



1. Name of conveying party(ies): 

Paul A. Martin; Guy L. Steele Jr.; NirN.Shavit; Steven K. Heller; 
Mark S. Moir and Victor M. Luchangco 

0 of conveying party(ies) attached? 

□Yes H No 
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A. Patent Application No.: 



Additional numbers attached? O Yes No 



5. Name and address of party to whom correspondence concerning 
document should be mailed: 

Name: David W. O'Brien 
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Street Address: 401 West 15 th Street Suite 870 
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7. Total Fee (37 CFR 3.41): $ 40.00 
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□ Please charge the Total Fee shown above to 
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David W. O'Brien, Reg. No. 40 J 07 
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ASSIGNMENT OF INVENTION 



For good and valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, 
I, an ASSIGNOR named below, 

Paul A. Martin of Arlington, MA 

Guy L. Steele Jr. of Lexington, MA 

Nir N. Shavit of Cambridge, MA 

Steven K. Heller of Acton, MA 

Mark S. Moir of Somerville, MA 

Victor M. Luchangco of Arlington, MA 

hereby sell, assign and transfer to 

ASSIGNEE: Sun Microsystems, Inc., a Delaware corporation, having a principal 
place of business at 4150 Network Circle, Santa Clara, CA 95054, 

its successors, assigns and legal representatives, my entire right, title and interest throughout 
the world, including all rights to claim priority, in and to the invention(s) disclosed in: 

£<] U.S. Patent Application executed on or about the date of this Assignment, 

□ U.S. Patent Application executed on , or 

□ U.S. Provisional Application 

□ U.S. Application No.: filed on 

□ International Application No.: PCT/ , filed on 



ENTITLED: SHARED SKIP-LIST DATA STRUCTURE 

SYNCHRONIZED USING DOUBLE-COMPARE-AND- 
SWAP OPERATIONS , and naming as 

INVENTOR(S): Paul A. Martin, Guy L. Steele Jr., Nir N. Shavit, Steven K. Heller, 
Mark S. Moir and Victor M. Luchangco 

including without limitation, my entire right, title and interest in and to any and all United 
States and foreign applications (including international, regional and foreign national 
applications) for said invention(s), including divisions, continuations, continuations-in-part, 
renewals, substitutes and extensions thereof, and in and to any and all patents of every 
country or region that may be granted or have been granted for said invention(s), including 
any reissues and reexaminations thereof. 

To comply with 37 C.F.R. § 3.21 for recording this Assignment, I authorize and request that 
the application number and filing date be inserted here, if not already shown above, 
( L > filed ) when they become known. 

I authorize ASSIGNEE to apply for patents of foreign countries for said invention(s), and to 
claim all rights of priority without further authorization from me. 

I agree to execute any and all papers useful in connection with any and all United States and 
foreign applications (including international, regional, and foreign national applications), and 
generally to do everything possible to aid ASSIGNEE, its successors, assigns and nominees, 
at their request and reasonable expense, in obtaining and enforcing patents for said 
invention(s) in all countries. 
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/ 

I hereby covenant that no assignment, sale, license, agreement, or encumbrance has been or 
will be made or entered into that would conflict with this Assignment. 

I authorize and request the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to issue any U.S. 
Letters Patent that may be granted for said invention(s) to ASSIGNEE, its successors or 
assigns. 



Executed on g7/^^3 , 2003 by 





Paul A. Martin 




Executed on °)" 2^ 2a5^> . 2003 by 



NirN. Shavit 



Executed on Qfy^ffl?? .2003 by_ 



Steven K. Heller 



Executed on g 1 21 j 03 , 2003 by XL 

_ ' 1 / Mark S. Moir 



Executed on ^ »*\ . 2003 by l/^J?„ v L~ ,^ 



Victor M. Luchangco 
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